[bookmark: _GoBack]Bibliographic Research & Reference Page Assignment

	This handout will lead you through a series of steps designed to further acquaint you with the literature search process.  There are two parts to the assignment: 1) completing this form, as a way of documenting your ability to use various sources to compile a set of interrelated references, and  2) preparing an APA-style reference list of 10 articles resulting from your lit search.


Determining a Topic for the Lit Search
About what psychological topics are you interested?  While almost any psychological interest can be a place to start, it is sometimes hard to make an initial selection.  Don’t try too hard for the “perfect topic” – this is just a lab assignment!  Just start with some topic, phenomenon, diagnosis or treatment that you heard about in some class. Do you have a term paper due in another course this semester?  If so, why not get a head start on that assignment by getting (at least part of) the literature review done now?  
	
Topic  __________________________________  

 
Step #1 Finding a couple of references to get you started

	There are several Introductory Psychology textbooks in the lab, get one and look up your topic in the Table of Contents, the Glossary, etc. and pick out 2 starting reference. One of these will be a “classic” reference that is 10+ years old and the other will be a “hot new” reference that is less than 5 years old These should both be articles published in a research journal (as opposed to textbooks, Annual Reviews, etc – the following steps will go much more smoothly if you start with journal articles!)..  

Be sure to write down all the necessary information to compose a proper APA reference for each.

	“classic” reference




	“hot new” reference








 
Step #2 Looking for more references – newer material that has cited your “classic” reference 

	Get on Google Scholar (https://unl.libguides.com/scholar) and go to the “Cited by” link to find 3 articles that have referenced the “classic” article you chose above.  If you can’t find anything, it means you chose a lousy classic article, and, though it’s a bummer, you have to choose again (maybe consider references in the encyclopedia or Annual Reviews you found) – this happens way too often, but can’t really be avoided.  

Don’t forget about books!!   While journal articles are the main stay of literature reviews, look for related books.  Like encyclopedias and Annual Review chapters b are usually more inclusive than a single empirical research report or literature review article – plus, you will need to include a book in the final portion of this assignment!

Be sure you have all the information you need to compose a proper APA reference for each that you find.

	Articles that cited your “classic” starting reference

	




	




	







Step #3 Looking for more references – older material that was cited in your “hot new” reference
Once you have found a few references you can probably accumulate several more just by carefully perusing their reference lists.  If you discover that this procedure leads to many of your references being older than you would like, use Step #2 again to find more recent articles that cited these earlier works. 
Get the complete online text of the “hot new” reference from Step #1 (Google Scholar tends to be the quickest way to get the full text of articles). If you can’t obtain it online, you’ve got three choices: 1) pick another reference from the intro textbook (or maybe the references in the encyclopedia or Annual Review you found), 2) use one of the new references you found in Step #2 for which you can find the complete text online (prolly the best approach), 3) submit an interlibrary loan request, which can take a few days or more, or 4) pick another topic (yuck – but sometimes…).
Look briefly through the article and its reference list and select 3 references (new ones you haven’t found before) that might contribute to your literature review.  

Don’t forget about books!!   While journal articles are the main stay of literature reviews, look for related books.  Like encyclopedias and Annual Review chapters b are usually more inclusive than a single empirical research report or literature review article – plus, you will need to include a book in the final portion of this assignment!

Be sure you have all the information you need to compose a proper APA reference for each that you find.

	Articles referenced in your “hot new” reference

	




	




	








Step #4 Finding the “Scope” and “Structure” of your topic
	One of the challenges of doing a literature review is that you usually don’t know the literature you are reviewing (or why would you be reviewing it?). It really helps to have an idea of the scope and structure of the topic –  to what topics is your topic related, what are all the subtopics of your topic, and how are they interrelated? So, what you need is a solid overview of the topic.  Two great places to find very complete coverage of topics is topic encyclopedias and the Annual Review of Psychology.   
Remember that the whole Review or encyclopedia chapter might not be dedicated to your topic – often you have to look at chapters that are broader than your topic choice (e.g., if your topic were schizophrenia, you might consider chapters on psychopathology or clinical assessment). 
Find 3 entries in Encyclopedias available online and/or the Annual Review relating to your topic -- including at least one of each!

Note: Sometimes, while doing a search, you will get an idea about a different “direction” your search should take. Don’t get caught up in this now – remember, this is only a homework assignment!

Be sure you have all the information you need to compose a proper APA reference for each that you find.


	Annual Review or Encyclopedia (circle one)




	Annual Review or Encyclopedia (circle one)




	Annual Review or Encyclopedia (circle one)






Step #5 Using PsycINFO to find more references
While finding the last 8 articles you should have identified some important terms used in this research topic and you’ve found some of the contributing authors.  I want you to use what you’ve learned to do a couple of quick PsycINFO searches.
  

Find one keyword or keyword combo you’ve gotten from the titles or abstracts of the articles you found above, then do a quick search and document what you did and found below (this is sort of a “log” of your search – what you want to do is demonstrate that you are beginning to understand the interactive process of using PsycINFO). Once you’ve completed your search of that first term, find another term or term combo from the first keyword search and do another search and document what you did and found. Repeat this step again to complete this section. 

Term or term combo                      Limits                  # hits 		  What terms or combos to try next?

	
1

	



	
	

	
2


	



	
	

	
3


	



	
	





Found Articles – what are 3 articles that you found that you think are worth reviewing. 
Note: Sometimes, while doing a search, you will get an idea about a different “direction” your search should take. Don’t get caught up in this now – remember, this is only a homework assignment!.

Don’t forget about books!!   While journal articles are the main stay of literature reviews, look for related books.  Like encyclopedias and Annual Review chapters are usually more inclusive than a single empirical research report or literature review article – plus, you will need to include a book in the final portion of this assignment!


Be sure you have all the information you need to compose a proper APA reference for each that you find.
			                                         
	




	




	








Step #6 Author Searches

Often authors publish in more than one are topical area.  For that reason it is often necessary to search for a combination of an author and a topic.  So, search for an author you’ve found so far (try to only use first authors) and then suggest how you might combine their name with a topic choice to limit the search to what you’re looking for (again, this is sort of a “log” of your search – what you want to do is demonstrate that you are beginning to understand the interactive process of using PsycINFO).  Once you’ve completed your search of that first author, find another author, term or term combo from the first search and do another search and document what you did and found. Repeat this step again to complete this section. You can either change the author or change the term while completing these steps.

Author                                             Limits                  # hits 		  What author/term combo to try next?

	
1

	



	
	

	
2


	



	
	

	
3


	



	
	



Found Articles – what are 3 articles that you found that you think are worth reviewing. 
Note: Sometimes, while doing a search, you will get an idea about a different “direction” your search should take. Don’t get caught up in this now – remember, this is only a homework assignment!).

Don’t forget about books!!   While journal articles are the main stay of literature reviews, look for related books.  Like encyclopedias and Annual Review chapters b are usually more inclusive than a single empirical research report or literature review article – plus, you will need to include a book in the final portion of this assignment!

Be sure you have all the information you need to compose a proper APA reference for each that you find.	
	                                         
	




	




	











That’s enough for now.  Usually what you’ve just accomplished would be the “first round” of a literature search.  As you read through the things you have found, you would likely find “gaps” in your topical coverage that you would go back and fill, either using an improved set of keywords in your searches, or by using SSCI or references from the articles you had found.  


Reference Page Assignment

For now, pick 10 of the references you have found and compose a reference page (most of the references will probably be journal articles, but there must be at least one each of article, book, Annual Review, and Encyclopedia).  Be sure to follow information given in the APA slide show and the handouts (you don’t need to include the running head and the page number).  



Grading
Step #1 Initial reverences - “classic” and “hot new”		______ 3
Step #2 Cited References for “classic”			______ 3
Step #3 References cited in “hot new”			______ 3
Step #4 Encyclopedias & Annual Reviews              	              ______ 3
Step #5 Topic Searches					______ 3
Step #6 Author Searches           			 	______ 3
Reference Page				  		______ 12
Total Graded Points					_______    -  ________ (points lost - why?)    


Please Note:  As per the Lab Syllabus, any part of this assignment that is left blank can not be redone, and you’ll lose points.  Please complete all of the assignment.  If you’re having trouble with one or more parts, consult with your TA.Assignment grade out of 30 points  __________



