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Abstract

Relationships between characteristics of the individual,
the situation, and prosocial behavior were investigated.
The Personal and Social Prosocial Behavior Question-
naire was completed by 300 undergraduates. Results
replicated the common finding that personal attributes
are related to the likelihood of performing certain
prosocial behaviors. In addition, it was found that ...
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*exact limitations are based on standards of the journal to which you are
submitting your manuscript

title |

_———— Prosocial Behavior in Adolescents is Related to

Characteristics of Both the Situation

and the Individual
The extent of prosocial behavior that adolescents
exhibit to peers has been shown to be related to their
gender (Banyon, Hector, & Slachter, 1993), as well as to

their age (Harrelson, 1992). In addition, it has been ...
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tp-examine this hypothesis in greater detail.

Method

Participants
A total of 300 participants recruited from under-

graduate psychology courses completed the question-...

Materials

The Personal and Situational Prosocial Behavior
Questionnaire (PSPB, Banyon, Hector ....
Procedure

After completion of the informed consent form

each participant completed the PSPS and ...
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the participants were excused.

Results

fe was a positive relationship between scores on
the Personal subscale of the PSPB and the number
centered
and bold

of prosocial behaviors reported by participants, r(298)
= .43, p =.001. Contrary to the research hypothesis,
there was no positive correlation between Situational
subscale and prosocial behavior, r(298) = .09, p = .43.
As shown in Figure 1, more prosocial behaviors
were reported in the “friendly” than in the “unfriendly”
situation, F(1.298) =4.32. p = 003, MSE = 12.14
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, p =.023. Table 2 shows that, as expected, fe-

ales preferred situations involving people they know,

however, contrary to the hypothesis, males had no

Wen the two situations.
Discussion

The results generally supported the hypotheses
derived from consideration of both personal and sit-
uational attributes when predicting prosocial behavior.

While there was no correlation between the Situation ...
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Relationship of Gender and Preferred Situation

et

Variable Univariate Summary Situation
Gender Known Persons  Strangers
Age M =20.23 S$=215
Gender male 120 (40%) Female 160 20
female 180 (60%) Male 55 65
Ethnic African-American 90 (20%)
Asian-American 90 (20%)
European-American 180 (40%)
Hispanic-American 90 (20%)
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